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CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK 
SWARTZ CREEK, MICHIGAN 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
DATE JUNE 8, 2026 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Henry in the Swartz Creek City 
Council Chambers, 8083 Civic Drive. 
 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Councilmembers Present:  Melen, Spillane, Gilbert, Hicks, Krueger, 
Knickerbocker, Henry. 

 
Councilmembers Absent:   None. 
 
Staff Present: City Manager Adam Zettel, Clerk Jacquie Forrest. 
    
Others Present: Dennis Cramer, Jeff Kelly, Brain Williams, Annie 

Williams, Mark Gonyea, Lori Willliams, Scott Thomas  
 
Others Virtually Attended: Jeff Kelly Sr 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
 Resolution No. 260608-01            (Carried) 
 
  Motion by Councilmember Spillane  
  Second by Councilmember Gilbert  
 

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the Minutes of the Regular 
Council Meeting held Tuesday, May 26, 2026 to be circulated and placed on file.  

 
YES: Spillane, Gilbert, Hicks, Krueger, Knickerbocker, Henry, Melen.  

  NO:   None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA          
 
 Resolution No. 260608-02            (Carried) 
 
  Motion by Councilmember Krueger  
  Second by Councilmember Gilbert  
 

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the Agenda as printed for the 
Regular Council Meeting of June 8, 2026, to be circulated and placed on file. 

 
YES:  Gilbert, Hicks, Krueger, Knickerbocker, Henry, Melen, Spillane. 
NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
  Resolution No. 260608-03            (Carried) 
 
  Motion by Councilmember Melen  
  Second by Councilmember Gilbert  
 

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council accept the City Manager’s Report of June 
8, 2026, including reports and communications to be circulated and placed on file. 
 
Discussion Ensued. 
 

YES:   Hicks, Krueger, Knickerbocker, Henry, Melen, Spillane, Gilbert. 
NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
 

MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC:  
 
Dennis Cramer – Asked about grave dedication and his concern for Fortino’s parking lot.  
 
COUNCIL BUSINESS:  
 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027 CITY BUDGET 

 
Resolution No. 260608-04          (Carried) 

       
Motion by Councilmember Mayor Pro Tem Hicks  
Second by Councilmember Melen  
 

 
WHEREAS, the Swartz Creek City Council is required to approve a budget in 
accordance with the General Appropriations Act and Uniform Budgeting and 
Accounting Act; and 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was posted and held in accordance with the city charter 
on May 26, 2026; and 
WHEREAS, the Swartz Creek City Council finds the following Fund-based budget to 
be an accurate and desirable instrument to appropriate funds to serve the needs of the 
City of Swartz Creek; and 
WHEREAS, the Swartz Creek City Council desires the budget to be accompanied by 
additional illustrative, narrative, and data materials to make the budget more 
transparent and useful to staff, officials, and the public. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Swartz Creek City Council hereby adopt the 
following 2026-2027 fiscal budget based upon the following tax mills: 
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General Operating Levy 4.5989 mills  
Public Safety SAD  4.9000 mills  
Street Levy 4.0189 mills 
Sanitation Levy 2.6270 mills  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Swartz Creek City Council hereby approve the 
2026-2027 Budget Book as included in the June 8, 2026 city council packet 

 
Discussion Ensued. 

 
YES:  Krueger, Knickerbocker, Henry, Melen, Spillane, Gilbert, Hicks.  
NO: None. Motion Declared Carried. 
            

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE LOCAL STREET REHABILITATION FOR CHURCH 
STREET AND FREDRICK STREET  

 
Resolution No. 260608-05            (Carried) 

  
Motion by Councilmember Gilbert  
Second by Councilmember Krueger  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek owns, operates, and maintains a network of major 
and local streets; and  
WHEREAS, the City’s street asset management plan and capital improvement plan call 
for the rehabilitation of Church and Frederick Streets in the near term; and   
WHEREAS, the City accepted a competitive low bid street improvement contract based 
on unit pricing for the 2025 season; and  
WHEREAS, the low bid contractor, Glaeser Dawes, is extending unit costs from that 
project to Church and Frederick Streets for 2026; and  
WHEREAS, the General Purchasing Policy, Ord. Sec. 2-402 requires sealed bids for 
specific purchases above $7,500, but this requirement may be waived if the economic 
interests of the city are best served by doing so. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Swartz Creek City Council hereby approves 
the intensive rehabilitations (crush and reshape) of Church and Frederick Streets as 
quoted and included in the June 8, 2026 city council packet.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Swartz Creek City Council hereby 
authorizes and directs the City Manager to execute a standard contractor agreement and 
apportion the projects from the 203 Local Street Fund. 

 
 

Discussion Ensued. 
 

   YES:  Knickerbocker, Henry, Melen, Spillane, Gilbert, Hicks, Krueger. 
NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
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RESOLUTION TO APPROVE ANNUAL COVERAGE AND PAYMENT FOR 
GENERAL AND LIABILITY INSURANCE OF THE CITY TO MEADOWBROOK 
 

Resolution No. 260608-06            (Carried) 
 

  Motion by Councilmember Knickerbocker  
 Second by Councilmember Melen  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek has a need to insure property, equipment, and 
services that it owns and provides; and 
WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek has been engaged in risk management with the 
Michigan Municipal League Liability and Property Pool, as serviced by Meadowbrook 
Insurance Group since 1986; and 
WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek finds this professional service to meet or exceed 
financial expectations, as well as the staffing and service needs of the city; and 
WHEREAS, Ordinance Section 2-402 provides for the employment of professional 
services upon approval by the city council. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Swartz Creek appropriate and 
approve payment for an amount not to exceed $54,952 (less final dividend) to Michigan 
Municipal League Meadow Brook Insurance, payment of the City’s annual 2026-2027 
premiums for property and liability insurance, funds to be apportioned to reflect 
departmental coverage as noted in the invoice. 
 
 
Discussion Ensued.  

 
   YES:   Henry, Melen, Spillane, Gilbert, Hicks, Krueger, Knickerbocker. 

NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE CDBG EXTENSION 

 
 Resolution No.260608-07           (Carried) 
 
  Motion by Councilmember Spillane   

 Second by Councilmember Krueger  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek currently participates in the Genesee County 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program; and 
WHEREAS, the city maintains ‘entitlement status’ by virtue of the Cooperative Agreement 
established in 1994, enabling the city to receive CDBG funds from the county; and 
WHEREAS, the Continuation Clause of the Agreement indicates that ‘entitlement status’ 
must be affirmed at increments under three years to maintain fundability; and 
WHEREAS, the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission is seeking 
affirmation at this time to enroll the city in the next funding cycle; and 
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the benefits that the Cooperative Agreement offers 
outweigh the benefits of opting out. 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Swartz Creek City Council hereby affirms and 
states its intent to remain in the Genesee County CDBG Program through 2029 and 
directs the city clerk to sign and deliver a letter to the Genesee County Metropolitan 
Planning Commission indicating this intent 
 
Discussion Ensued. 
 
   YES:  Melen, Spillane, Gilbert, Hicks, Krueger, Knickerbocker, Henry. 

NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried. 
 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A TEMPORARY ALLEY USAGE/CLOSURE PERMIT 
FOR THE ALLEY NORTH OF AND ADJACENT TO 8006, 8010, 8012, 8014 MILLER 
ROAD 
  Resolution No.260608-08 
 
   Motion by Councilmember Krueger   

  Second by Councilmember Melen 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek enables closure and use of its public streets, plazas, 
and alleys upon application by a petitioner and approval by the city council; and  
WHEREAS, the COVID pandemic has had a profound and dynamic impact on the 
community, including hospitality businesses, greatly jeopardizing the abilities of these 
businesses and property owners that rely on this industry; and 
WHEREAS, grants were made available to enable outdoor dining, including winter 
service, for those businesses that could pursue this as an option, including the petitioner; 
and 
WHEREAS, the property at 8006 Miller Road (including 8010, 8012, and 8014 Miller 
Road) houses three hospitality businesses that are immediately south of and adjacent to 
the city’s public alley; and 
WHEREAS, this alley is the only accessible space in which to safely accommodate 
outdoor service for S&K; and  
WHEREAS, temporary use of this alley has been granted by the city council for the 
purposes of outdoor dining at this location, but such use and access will expire in July, 
14 of 2026; and 
WHEREAS, public utilities, including water and storm water, exist in the subsurface of the 
alley. 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Swartz Creek hereby authorizes 
and extends closure and private use, including routine maintenance (waste removal, 
snow removal, landscaping/weeding maintenance, and general safety) of the city alley 
north of and adjacent to 8006, 8010, 8012, and 8014 Miller Road for the purpose of food 
service, including alcohol sales, inclusive of all stipulations and conditions as specified 
and listed within the original permit and the extension, dated May 21, 2026, including the 
provision of valid insurance that lists the City of Swartz Creek as an additionally insured 
party for all activities. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the closure and use of said alley shall commence 
immediately and be valid until July 14, 2027. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the closure and use of said alley is conditioned upon 
the retention of the city’s access rights to operate and maintain all public utilities, systems, 
and appurtenances on and underneath the alley surface. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as a condition of the permit, the city shall not be 
responsible for any private, personal property that may be damaged within the alley 
confines for any reason, including deliberate action by the city to access surface or 
subsurface utilities. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as a condition of the permit, the applicant will be 
responsible for the costs to remove any and all improvements placed upon the alley upon 
expiration of use permissions, and the applicant shall post a bond or cash escrow with 
the city in an amount sufficient to financially support such activities 

 
Discussion Ensued 
 

 YES: Hicks, Krueger, Knickerbocker, Henry, Melen 
   NO:  Spillane, Gilbert.  Motion Declared Carried. 

 
 

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE ANNUAL COVERAGE AND PAYMENT FOR 
WORKERS COMPENSATION INSURANCE TO MEADOWBROOK 
 
 Resolution No. 260608-09 
 
   Motion by Councilmember Melen   

  Second by Councilmember Krueger 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek has a need to provide workers compensation 
benefits to employees that work in various job classifications; and 
WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek is a part of the Michigan Municipal League Workers 
Compensation Fund; and 
WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek has a positive history in working with the MML as it 
relates to loss control consultation services, coverage for claims, and pricing; and 
WHEREAS, Ordinance Section 2-402 provides for the employment of professional 
services upon approval by the city council. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Swartz Creek appropriate and 
approve payment for an amount of $5,818 to Michigan Municipal League Worker 
Compensation Fund, funds to be apportioned to reflect departmental coverage as noted 
in the invoice 
 

YES:  Gilbert, Hicks, Krueger, Knickerbocker, Henry, Melen, Spillane 
   NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried  
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MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC: 
 
None.  
 
REMARKS BY COUNCILMEMBERS: 
 
Councilmember Melen:   Glad to be here  
  
Councilmember Spillane: Thankful for Saturday’s turnout for grave dedication.  
 
Councilmember Gilbert:   none   
 
Councilmember Knickerbocker:  none  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Hicks:   8006 Miller Road Reso needs updated with current verbiage.  
 
Councilmember Krueger: none  
 
Mayor Henry: Complimented on grave dedication, Fortino situation is unfortunate.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Resolution No. 260608-10             (Carried) 
 
  Motion by Councilmember Gilbert 
  Second by Councilmember Krueger  
 
 I Move the Swartz Creek City Council adjourn the regular meeting at 7:41 p.m. 
 
  Unanimous Voice Vote. 
 
 
 
_____________________________          _________________________________ 
Nate Henry, Mayor                   Jacquie Forrest, City Clerk  

 

 

 


