
 CITY OF SWARTZ CREEK
SWARTZ CREEK, MICHIGAN

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
DATE 6/8/2015

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Krueger in the Swartz Creek City 
Council Chambers, 8083 Civic Drive.

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.

Councilmembers Present: Abrams, Gilbert, Hicks, Pinkston, Porath, Shumaker.

Councilmembers Absent:  Krueger.

Staff Present: City Manager Adam Zettel, City Clerk Juanita Aguilar, 
DPS Director Tom Svrcek, Police Chief Rick Clolinger, 
Officer Nick Paul and K9 Ike.

   
Others Present: Bob Plumb, Sharon Shumaker, Boots Abrams, Dave 

Caudle, Jo Holmquist, Dennis Craner, Mike & Lorraine 
Ahearne, Lana Grosinsky, Lois Lawrence, Pat Paul, 
Jeanne Jackson, Betty Binder, Don Austin, Steve 
Shumaker, Lou Fleury, Melissa Hubbard, Joe Perreault, 
Jim Florence.

Resolution No. 150608-01 (Carried)

Motion by Councilmember Shumaker
Second by Councilmember Hicks

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council hereby excuse the absence of Mayor Krueger 
due to attending a conference.

YES: Gilbert, Hicks, Pinkston, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams.
NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Resolution No. 150608-02 (Carried)

Motion by Councilmember Porath
Second by Councilmember Gilbert

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council hereby approve the Minutes of the Regular 
Council Meeting held Monday, May 26, 2015 to be circulated and placed on file.

YES: Hicks, Pinkston, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Gilbert.
NO:  None.  Motion Declared Carried.



APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Resolution No. 150608-03 (Carried)

Motion by Councilmember Shumaker
Second by Councilmember Gilbert

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council approve the Agenda as presented, for the 
Regular Council Meeting of June 8, 2015, to be circulated and placed on file.

YES: Pinkston, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Gilbert, Hicks.
NO:  None.  Motion Declared Carried.

City Manager’s Report

 Resolution No. 150608-04 (Carried)

Motion by Councilmember Hicks
Second by Councilmember Gilbert

 I Move the Swartz Creek City Council accept the City Manager’s Report of June 8, 
2015, to be circulated and placed on file.

 
YES: Pinkston, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Gilbert, Hicks.
NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried.

MEETING OPENED TO THE PUBLIC

Melissa Hibbard, 8333 Miller Road, spoke about genetically modified foods.  Ms. Hibbard 
asked if anyone had gotten with the farmers in the city and talked about the dangers of 
genetically modified foods and the possibility of growing more organic foods.  Ms. Hibbard 
spoke about “Agenda 21” and asked the council to look into it. 

COUNCIL BUSINESS

Veteran’s Memorial Committee & Friends Donation (Presentation)

The Veteran’s Memorial Committee & Friends made a donation to the K9 program from 
proceeds that were made from a garage sale during Hometown Days.  Chief Clolinger 
thanked everyone for how hard they worked to make the sale a success.  

Fireworks Ordinance (Discussion)

City Manager Zettel spoke about the current ordinance, the state’s new laws, and possible 
changes to the city ordinance.  



Traffic Signal Removal               

Resolution No. 150608-05                                    (Carried)

Motion by Councilmember Gilbert
Second by Councilmember Hicks

WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek owns traffic signals within the city that are 
operated and maintained by the Genesee County Road Commission, and 

WHEREAS, the GCRC finds that it is no longer practical or advisable to operate the 
traffic signals on Miller Road that service Bristol Road and General Motors, due to 
their age and obsolescence, and 

WHEREAS, the city is being requested by the GCRC to replace or remove such 
signals, and

WHEREAS, activity at the General Motors facility, including trip counts and 
employment are greatly reduced, and

WHEREAS, the signals have not been regulating traffic for many years, and

WHEREAS, the city engineer conducted a traffic analysis for these two signals and 
found that the signals are no longer warranted,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOVLED,  the City Council determines that it is 
unnecessary to maintain traffic signals at these locations and directs staff to arrange 
for the removal of such signals as soon as practical. 

Discussion Ensued.

YES: Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Gilbert, Hicks, Pinkston.
NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried.

Family Farm & Home Special Land Use

Resolution No. 150608-06        (Carried)

Motion by Councilmember Pinkston
Second by Councilmember Hicks

WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek approved a special land use for outdoor 
sales in storage for 4315 Elms Road (Family Farm & Home), in accordance with the 
site plan dated November 17, 2010, and;

WHEREAS, the site has been noted to be in noncompliance with the site plan as it 
relates to this special land use, by virtue of numerous complaints, and;

WHEREAS, city staff have attempted to engage the owner and business on 
numerous occasions over the period of a year to remedy the situation, including 



informal letters, a notice of violation, and informal meetings with site management, 
and; 

WHEREAS, the operation of the site has been further compromised by use of 
restricted parking areas for sales and storage of merchandise, industrial wares, 
and debris, and;

WHEREAS, the planning commission recommends that more effective 
enforcement measures be taken, specifically relating to the function of the special 
land use, and

WHEREAS, ordinance 30.06 provides provisions for the correction and revocation 
of special land uses,

NOW, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Swartz Creek City Council directs the 
city attorney to work with the building official to draft a notice of violation to send to 
the land owner and business owner as provided for in ordinance 30.06.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED city council directs staff to report the status of this 
matter after the expiration of the 30 day correction period. 

Discussion Took Place.

YES: Shumaker, Abrams, Gilbert, Hicks, Pinkston, Porath.
NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried.

Dye Road Lot Sales

Resolution No. 150608-07 (Failed)

Motion by Councilmember Porath
Second by Mayor Pro-Tem Abrams

WHEREAS, the City of Swartz Creek owns two vacant, unimproved parcels of real 
property on Dye Road, identified as parcel 58-29-551-026, and 58-29-551-028, 
and;

WHEREAS, the city received an unsolicited offer to purchase this property from an 
adjacent landowner, and;

WHEREAS, the city council directed the planning commission to make a 
recommendation concerning this matter, and; 

WHEREAS, the commission reviewed the proposal at their meeting on June 2, 
2015 and found the properties to be of marginal public value, and;

WHEREAS, commission recommends that the city council solicit sealed offers 
(bids) from the two adjacent land owners (Dr Burgess and Mr. Rashmawi) for both 
parcels, and

WHEREAS, under the city’s land sale policy, the city council finds the 
recommended sale process and to be in the best interest of the public for the 
purposes of expediting the sale of surplus property and the consolidation of such 
parcels for more effective development,



NOW, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Swartz Creek directs the city manager to 
solicit sealed bids for both parcels from the owners of 3380 Dye Road and 3398 
Dye Road.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that such bids be brought back to the city council for 
consideration. 

Discussion Ensued.

YES: None.  Motion Failed.
NO: Abrams, Gilbert, Hicks, Pinkston, Porath, Shumaker.

Resolution No. 150608-08 (Carried)

Motion by Mayor Pro-Tem Abrams
Second by Councilmember Pinkston

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council refer the matter for the Dye Road lot sales 
back to the City Manager for review and proposals to be brought back to Council 
with more options for the sale of the lots.

YES: Gilbert, Hicks, Pinkston, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams.
NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried.

Liability Insurance Payment

Resolution No. 150608-09 (Carried)

Motion by Councilmember Shumaker
Second by Mayor Pro-Tem Abrams

I Move the City of Swartz Creek appropriate an amount not to exceed $64,965 to 
Michigan Municipal League Meadow Brook Insurance, payment of the City’s annual 
2015-2016 premiums for property and liability insurance, funds to be apportioned to 
reflect departmental coverage as noted in the invoice.

YES: Hicks, Pinkston, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Gilbert.
NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried.

Fiscal Year 2016 Budget Adoption

Resolution No. 150608-10 (Carried)

Motion by Councilmember Hicks
Second by Councilmember Porath

I Move the Swartz Creek City Council, in accordance with the General 
Appropriations Act and Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act, adopt the following 
2015-2016 fiscal budget based upon the following tax mils:



General Operating Levy 4.8289
Public Safety SAD 4.9000
Sanitation Levy 2.6270











Discussion Ensued.

YES: Pinkston, Porath, Shumaker, Abrams, Gilbert, Hicks.
NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried.

MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:

Boots Abrams, 5352 Greenleaf Dr, stated that the presentation for the K9 program was 
awesome.  Ms. Abrams spoke about the Swartz Creek Women’s Club doing a Rock A 
Thon in the rain and stated that they will be presenting that check to the K9 program in 
August since they do not have a meeting in July.

Dennis Craner, 5299 Worchester, asked when the new intersection projects on Miller Road 
would be done.  He was advised that it would probably be done a year from now when 
school gets out.  Mr. Cramer asked if the city has provided the statistics for the loss of the 
tax base in Swartz Creek in the last 20-30 years.  Mr. Zettel advised that it was provided 
about 18 months ago when the Special Assessment was the focus and that they went 
back at least ten years.  



Joe Perreault, 6737 Nemer Court, spoke about working the garage sale during Hometown 
days with Rick Henry and his wife.  Mr. Perreault stated that the city should be proud to 
have people like Rick and his wife, that do so much for the community.  

REMARKS BY COUNCILMEMBERS:

Councilmember Porath spoke about the Miller Road project being started.  Mr. Porath 
asked if most of the project was just repaving.  He was advised that it was mill and 
repaving with some curb work.  Mr. Porath spoke about the traffic signals that are to be 
removed and asked if the light at the racetrack would be removed as well.  He was advised 
that it will stay for the time being until the future of the racetrack property is determined. 

Councilmember Shumaker asked if the State Highway Department has any control of the 
light at the racetrack.  Mr. Zettel advised that he believes they do control the function of the 
lights.  Mr. Shumaker spoke about Rick Henry, stating that he was one of the original 
people on the Veteran’s Memorial Committee.  Mr. Shumaker stated that Rick does more 
than his share on the committee.  Mr. Shumaker also spoke about Joe Perreault stating 
that he has done a tremendous amount of work for the community as well.  Mr. Shumaker 
suggested some films people could watch in reference to genetically modified food.  

Councilmember Gilbert spoke about the new streetlights on Miller and Fairchild.  Mr. 
Gilbert spoke about the lots in Heritage that the county has for sale, asking who owns the 
lots.  Mr. Gilbert asked what was happening with the Third Street property.  He was 
advised that something would be prepared for the next meeting.  

Councilmember Hicks also spoke about the new streetlights on Miller Road, stating that 
she was thrilled to see them there, although she hasn’t seen them lit yet.  Ms. Hicks spoke 
about the last Park Board meeting, stating that Joe Perreault’s group is very active in the 
parks and wants to make sure everyone knows what a great job they are doing. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Abrams spoke about seeing a woman pushing a shopping cart over the 
Morrish Road bridge from Meijer, stating that it was very dangerous.  

Adjournment

Resolution No. 150608-11 (Carried)

Motion by Councilmember Shumaker
Second by Councilmember Gilbert

I Move the City of Swartz Creek adjourn the Regular Session of the City Council 
meeting at 8:25 p.m.

 YES: Unanimous Voice Vote.
                     NO: None.  Motion Declared Carried.

___________________________ _____________________________
Richard B. Abrams , 
Mayor Pro-Tem Juanita Aguilar, City Clerk


